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Abstrak: Penelitian ini menggunakan metode quasi-experimental yang bertujuan 
untuk meningkatkan siswa dalam menulis teks hortatory exposition. Dalam 
penelitian ini, teknik Tree Diagram digunakan untuk mengetahui keberhasilan 
teknik ini dalam menulis teks argumen. Sampel penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas 
XI IPA 4 yang terdiri dari 38 siswa sebagai kelompok ekperimen dan siswa kelas 
XI IPA 5 yang terdiri dari 38 siswa sebagai kelompok pengontrol di SMA Negeri 
1 Sungai Raya. Hasil dari t-test adalah t-value (10,5) lebih tinggi dari t-table 
(2,660). Effect size dari penelitian ini adalah “modest effect” dimana hasil dari 
penghitungan adalah (0,40). Oleh karena itu, dapat di simpulkan bahwa 
penggunaan teknik Tree Diagram dapat meningkatkan penulisan teks argument 
siswa dalam mengorganisir dan mengembangkan ide-ide. 
Kata kunci: menulis hortatory, tree diagram, experimental
Abstract: This research used a quasi-experimental to improve students’ hortatory 
exposition writing. In this research, the tree diagram technique was used to find 
out the effectiveness of this technique in writing hortatory exposition text. The 
samples were observed in this research were students of class XI IPA 4 that 
consisted of 38 students as the experimental group and students of class XI IPA 5 
that consisted of 38 students as the control group at SMA Negeri 1 Sungai Raya.
The result from t-test was that t-value (10.5) was higher than t-table (2.660). The 
effect size of this study was categorized as “modest effect” because the result of 
the computation was (0.40). Therefore it was concluded that the use of tree 
diagram technique could improve students’ writing hortatory exposition in 
developing and organizing the ideas.
Keywords: writing hortatory, tree diagram, experimental
riting is one of the four important language skills that need to be 
teaches to the students. It is an inseparable activity in language learning. Through 
writing, teacher can identify students’ ability in using the language; because it not 
only deals with list of vocabularies and the knowledge of grammar, but also the 
ability to develop and organize ideas into series of sentences based on the generic 
structure, for example in hortatory exposition text.
Hortatory exposition text is a type of spoken or written text that is 
intended to explain the listeners or readers that something should or should not 
happen or be done. To strengthen the explanation, the speaker or writer needs 
w
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kind of text can be called as argumentation. The purpose of this type of writing is 
to convince the reader to accept a particular point of view or to take a specific 
action. If it is important to present other sides of an issue, the writer does so, but 
in a way that makes his or her position clear. The unmistakable purpose of this 
type of writing is to convince the reader of something. In well-written persuasion, 
the topic or issue is clearly stated and elaborated as necessary to indicate 
understanding and conviction on the part of the writer. The primary objective is to 
make sure the people to change beliefs that many of them do not want to change. 
Hortatory exposition text can be found in scientific books, journals, magazines, 
newspaper articles, academic speech or lectures, research report etc. Hortatory 
expositions are popular among science, academic community and educated 
people.
In order to encourage students to write hortatory exposition text clearly, 
students need to be able to write the ideas of a text, vocabulary, word choice, and 
grammatical pattern. However, many students had difficulties in writing hortatory 
exposition text, for example in developing and organizing ideas. Ideas in writing
are important, whether it leads the students in their writing. With a lack of ideas 
by the students, they will get stuck what to write in their writing. In addition, the 
students thought that writing hortatory exposition text was difficult since they did 
not know their mistake in their writing.
To overcome students’ writing, the teacher can use several techniques in 
order to help students’ writing in the classroom. In this research, the researcher 
used one of the techniques that the writer assumed can overcome students’ 
problem in constructing, arranging, developing and organizing their ideas through 
tree diagram technique. “Tree diagram technique is an outlining technique which 
can be used to improve the organization of the students’ writing (Lee, 2004).”
Furthermore Lee (2004) adds the advantages of tree diagram technique 
“First, it helps students organize their ideas because the components of the tree 
diagram are well-connected and well-arranged. As the result, the students can 
write relevant sentences in their writings. Second, tree diagram serves as the guide 
for students so they can remember the main points they are going to write. It saves 
their time from wandering about what to write. The last advantage is that it helps 
students improve the quality of their writings because they can edit the language, 
the sentence structure, or the mechanics in the process of writing text using the 
tree diagram technique.”
The students developed their ideas based on the topic from drawing a tree 
diagram to guide them in writing process and the students also can make a 
meaningful writing guiding by their own tree diagram. In organizing their writing, 
the students expected to be able to brainstorm their ideas and organize it to a good 
order in their writing, and then continuing to the development steps where the 
students develop the ideas organized in their writing to be a good paragraph. The 
use of tree diagram technique could help the students in writing hortatory 
exposition writing particularly in writing generic structure and language features 
of exposition text.
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EXPOSITION WRITING
Hortatory text is a text that belongs to argumentation text. This text is type 
of text that purposed to influence the reader to follow the writer views a about a 
things, situation of case. The main parts in this text is in the argumentation part, 
because the writer tried to deliver all about the things he/she write by giving 
factual data, examples, quotation and so on to make the reader believe about the 
writing. 
In writing hortatory text, a writer must consider the generic structure of 
hortatory text itself. In hortatory text contains thesis statements, argumentation 
and conclusion. In the first paragraph of a hortatory text, the writer should put a 
thesis statements that tell the reader about the main idea or phenomenon that will 
be tell in the text where it can cover overall of the text that will be deliver in the 
writing. Then in the next paragraph is contain the argumentations of the writer to 
explain the topic with shocking statement, a quotation, a description, a factual 
statement, comparison, a personal experience and relevant examples, Jean Wyrick 
(2008:83). The more opinion on writing will be more interesting, because the 
reader tends to believe in an event where there are many opinions that support in 
it. The last is a concluding paragraph, in this paragraph the writer write a 
recommendation that purposed to make the reader believe and follow on the 
writing.
In this research the researcher conducts a research in helping the students 
in writing hortatory text, especially in developing and organizing ideas of 
arguments in the paragraph. In purposing to help the learners, the researcher used 
tree diagram technique in guiding the students to help them in writing hortatory 
text. Tree diagram technique is a technique where the students draw a tree of their
ideas, so that the students can branch out their idea in their tree and can organize it 
too. Tree diagram can help in finding new ideas and arrangements discovered 
during drafting and revision, Fowler & Aaron (2007: 35). There are two ways to 
draw a tree diagram that is to say that the diagram may be horizontal or vertical, 
and in both cases differences are displayed, Hillar (2010: 221). Through tree 
diagram technique, the writer assumes the students’ writing in hortatory text will 
be helped.
In this research, the procedures of tree diagram technique in teaching 
hortatory exposition writing consisted of some steps. The first, the teacher relates 
students’ prior knowledge with the teaching materials by showing the pictures and 
asking some questions regarding the material. Second, the teacher explained the 
materials that were taught through tree diagram technique that was how to write 
good hortatory exposition writing; teacher draw tree diagram about the topic and 
then from that topic the teacher explained about the generic structures and 
language features of hortatory exposition text. Third, the students work in pairs 
made tree diagram from the topic that given and then made a hortatory exposition 
text based on the tree diagram that have drawn, during work in pairs each person 
gave comments and suggests in developing and organizing ideas of hortatory 
exposition text. After finishing the exercise, they submit it. The last, the 
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made a hortatory exposition text based on the tree diagram that have drawn 
individually to see how far they understood the material.
Based on the result of this research, tree diagram technique could be 
effective to develop and organize their ideas in writing hortatory exposition text. 
The purpose of this research was to investigate the effectiveness on the use of tree 
diagram technique in improving students’ writing hortatory exposition text.
METHOD
The procedure of quasi-experimental study which applied in this research 
was described in the following steps: (1) Applying pre-test (X1) for both classes, 
which was test to measure the students mean score before the treatment given, (2) 
Giving the students of experimental group the treatment (T). The treatment is in 
form of teaching learning process. In teaching hortatory exposition writing to the 
students, researcher used tree diagram technique as the treatment, (3) Applying 
post test (X2) for both classes, that was test to measure students mean score after 
the treatment was given, (4) Compared the X1 and X2 to determine the students 
mean score of pre-test and post-test, (5) Applying appropriate statistical formula 
to determine whether the teaching hortatory exposition writing using tree diagram 
technique increased the students’ achievement significantly or not. To investigate 
the students score significance, researcher used t-test formula and to know the 
effectiveness of the treatment, the researcher used ES (Effect Size) formula.
The samples of this research were taken randomly then class XI IPA 4 and 
XI IPA 5 taken as the sample because these classes represent the population that 
has same problems in writing. There were thirty eight students in class XI IPA 4 
as the experimental group and thirty eight students of XI IPA 5 as control group. 
To collect the data, the researcher used measurement technique and written test.
The researcher used measurement technique to measure students’ writing 
achievement. The data were collected by administrating the written test twice. 
First, to collect the data before treatment held, to see students pre-condition before 
experiment. The second was post test. It was administered to collect the data after 
experimental treatment given.
Since the data was obtained by using measurement technique, the relevant 
tools to collect the data were written test. It is used to assess students’ writing 
performance. Students were asked to write a hortatory exposition text through tree 
diagram technique. The students’ score from the test was used to find the mean 
score. In assessing the students’ writing performance, the researcher provided the 
scoring table so that the scoring table would more objective. The researcher 
applied the same test for both groups.
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The results of the data are shown in table 1 as follows:
Table 1







Highest score in pre-test
Lowest score in pre-test
Total score of students’ pre-test
Mean score pre-test
The students who pass pre-test
The students who don’t pass the test pre-test
Highest score in post-test
Lowest score in post-test
Total score of students’ post test
Mean score post-test
The students who pass the test post-test


























Based on the table of data pre-test and post-test for both classes above, it is 
found that the highest score in experimental group pre test was 80, the highest 
score in control group pre test was 55, the lowest score in experimental group pre-
test was 40, the lowest score in control group pre-test was 15, the total score of 
experimental group was 1915, the total score of control group was 1655, the mean 
score of experimental group was 50 and the mean score of control group was 43.5. 
In post-test, the highest score in experimental group pre test was 95, the highest 
score in control group pre test was 80, the lowest score in experimental group pre-
test was 45, the lowest score in control group pre-test was 40, the total score of 
experimental group was 2470, the total score of control group was 2075, the mean 
score of experimental group was 65 and the mean score of control group was 54.6. 
The scores above used in analyzing the data (see table 1).
To know the students’ ability to the material learnt, the post test was with 
the writing test where the students write a hortatory exposition text that consists of 
generic structures based on the title given in a good developing and organizing 
their ideas. The students pass the test if they got score 60 or more than it, whereas 
the classical pass if 80% of the students are passed in the test. Based on the table 3 
and 4 above, there was 74% of students passed the test with score 60 to 100 and 
there was 26% of students who did not passed the test with score 0-59. Even 
though the class XI IPA 4 did not reach the pass percentage that was 85% but it 
8can be seen that the pass percentage between pre-test and post test was 
significantly different. The classical passed percentage in pre-test only 21% and 
classical did not pass percentage 79%. It is mean that the use of tree diagram 
technique gave contribution of the students’ achievement in writing hortatory 
exposition.
The data from the table above analyzed with: (1) the analysis of the 
students’ individual achievement. The students’ achievement was measured 
through a test. The test has been divided into two parts namely pre-test and post-
test. The first is Pre-test (X1).The pre-test was given before the treatment 
conducted. It aimed to know the students’ basic ability in writing hortatory 
exposition. The pre-test was administered to both classes which belong to the 
research sample on April 2, 2012. The researcher found that the sum of students’ 
scores in experimental group’s pre-test was ∑X1=1915 and the sum of students’ 
scores in control group’s pre-test was ∑X1=1655. The second was Post-test (X2). 
After giving the pre-test to the students, the researcher gave treatment three times 
to the experimental group. The post-test was given after the treatment was 
conducted. The purpose of post-test was to know the students’ achievement after 
treatment has given. The researcher found that the sum of students’ scores in 
experimental group’s post-test was ∑X2 = 2470. The mean score of students pre-
test is 50, whether the mean score of students post-test is 65 and that the sum of 
students’ scores in control group’s post-test was ∑X2 = 2075. The mean score of 
students pre-test is 43.5, whether the mean score of students post-test is 54.6. The 
difference score of pre-test and post test in experimental group is 15 and the 
difference score of pre-test and post test in control group is 11. (2) Analyzed the 
students’ significance score of pre-test and post-test. To find out the level of 
significance, the t-test is used. The computation is as follows:
t = M1 – M2
ට(ேభ ିଵ)ௌభమ ା(ேమ ିଵ)ௌమమேభ ା ேమ ିଶ ቂ ଵேభ + ଵேమቃ
= 15 – 11 = 10.5
ට(ଷ଼ିଵ)ଽమା(ଷ଼ିଵ)ଽ.ଽమଷ଼ା ଷ଼ିଶ ቂ ଵଷ଼ + ଵଷ଼ቃ
To determine the significance of the research, the researcher needs to 
compare the result of the t-test with the table of distribution –t (see appendix) in 
this research. The researcher applied the significance level (ߙ) of 0.001 with 
degree of freedom (df). (df) = ଵܰ + ଶܰ - 1 = 38+38-2= 74. Based on the table, for ߙ = (0.001) with df = (74), the ttable = (2.660), and the t-test (10.5), it indicated a 
significant difference result between pre-test and post-test. (3) Analysis on the 
effect of the treatment (Effect Size). After found the level of significant, 
researcher then calculated the effect size to find out the effectiveness of treatment. 
9In order to see the effect size of the treatment, the researcher needs to find the 
standard deviation of pre & post test and computed it in formula below: ES = ெ೐ିெ೎ௌ೎ = 
ଵହିଵଵ
ଽ.ଽ = 0.40. From the computation above, it is known the effect size of 
the treatment is qualified as “modest Effect”. Therefore, the effectiveness of the 
use of tree diagram technique is affecting the students’ ability in writing hortatory 
exposition text.
DISCUSSION
This research was administered on April 02, 2012 until April 11, 2012 to 
the class XI IPA 4 and XI IPA 5 of SMA Negeri 1 Sungai Raya. Class XI IPA 4 
gave the treatment that was used tree diagram technique in writing hortatory 
exposition text while class XI IPA 5 did not get the treatment. The first meeting 
was a pre-test to both classes, this was administered in order to know the students 
ability in writing hortatory exposition text. The second until fourth meeting the 
researcher gave the treatment that used in teaching learning process. Before 
researcher applied the treatment, the researcher introduced the tree diagram 
technique in writing hortatory exposition text to the students in class XI IPA 4. 
The last meeting was post-test to both classes. The post-test administered in order 
to know the ability of the students’ writing hortatory exposition text after the 
treatment given. Pre-test and post-test provided the topic that related with the 
material to develop and organize their ideas in writing hortatory exposition text.
Based on the experiences of research in SMA Negeri 1 Sungai Raya, the 
students seem attracted with teaching learning by using tree diagram technique. 
They were able to develop and organize their ideas into hortatory exposition text 
by drawing tree diagram. This was made the students enthusiasm to study. It 
proved by the result of the post-test that reach 74% who passed the test where 
before only 21% passed the test. Although the percentages to pass could not reach 
80% as the condition for classical passed, the passed percentages improve 53% 
before giving the treatment.
The students’ improvement above showed that teaching writing through 
tree diagram technique could improve students’ ability in writing hortatory 
exposition text. In implementing tree diagram technique there were some 
weaknesses. The first was some students did not listen carefully about the 
teaching materials by using tree diagram technique that given by the teacher so 
that they still had mistakes and confused in organizing their ideas into some 
sentences or paragraph. Teacher should give more control and guidance to the 
students while they are working in group; while implementing tree diagram 
technique, the teacher can act as facilitator by guiding the students and giving 
them chance to solve their problem and share understanding. The teacher also 
should give more models and show how to make tree diagram; it is needed to do 
to minimize students’ confusing in developing and organizing their ideas in their 
writing. 
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The second was group management, because there were many students in 
the classroom. The teacher had a bit difficult to manage and divide them into work 
in group. Some students were busy to choose their own group. The teacher should 




Based on the result, the researcher found out that tree diagram technique 
was effective in teaching hortatory exposition writing. Besides improving 
students’ ability in writing hortatory exposition text, the researcher found that it 
could make the students more enthusiastic and motivated in the teaching and 
learning process. Moreover, it was learner-centered which gave students more 
opportunity to practice the language and to fully participate in learning process. 
The researcher discovered that teaching English by using tree diagram technique 
students’ achievement in writing hortatory exposition text. It was proved by the 
result of the t-test which showed the t-value was higher than t-table (10.5 > 2.660) 
and it means that there was a significant difference was between pre-test score & 
post-test score. In the other words, tree diagram technique was modest effective to 
improve the students’ writing. It was shown by the effect size which the result 
from the computation was (0.40) it was indicated as “modest effect”.
This research hopefully could give contribution to the development of 
English subject especially in teaching writing. Tree diagram technique could be 
use as an alternative way for teaching writing. The researcher concludes that tree 
diagram technique could be used as one of effective way for teaching writing. 
Suggestion
The suggestions that can be shared by the researcher are: (1) the teacher 
who applies Tree Diagram Technique in the classroom should combine the 
student with different criteria. It can make them more interactive to sharing their 
ideas, (2) teacher should give more control and guidance to the students while 
they are working in group. While implementing Tree Diagram Technique, the 
teacher can act as facilitator by guiding the students and giving them chance to 
solve their problem and share understanding, (3) teacher should give more models 
and show how to make tree diagram. It is needed to do to minimize students’ 
confusing in developing and organizing their ideas in their writing, (4) in 
implementing the Tree Diagram Technique in teaching writing hortatory 
exposition text, the teacher should be able to encourage and motivate students to 
participate in activities. Teacher should give very clear instructions to avoid them 
from confusion when they do the exercise, (5) the teacher should give more 
explanation about generic structure and languages features of hortatory exposition 
11
text, in order to make students easy to develop and organize the ideas in their 
writing.
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